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INTERIM REPORTS 

Drayton Roman villa Richard Pollard 

A third season of trial excavations was conducted on the villa at SP 81 7 918 during the 
period June to August 1990. The first two seasons were undertaken by the Department 
of Archaeology, University of Leicester as a training excavation for undergraduates 
(Cooper et al 1989, Cooper 1990). A third such team was augmented in 1990 by 
Certificate in Archaeology students from the Department of Adult Education, 
University of Leicester, and a team from the Leicestershire County Council 
Employment Training Scheme. Direction was by Jon Coward and Ian Hind (LCCETS) 
and Nick Cooper (DoA, UL), and project management by Richard Pollard for 
Leicestershire Archaeological Unit. Permission to excavate was freely given by the 
Leicester Diocesan Board of Finance, the land being in the benefice of Great Easton. 
The farmer, Mr William Brooke-Clarke, once more offered every assistance. Archives are 
held by Leicestershire Museums, accession number A90.l 988. 

The villa has been named Drayton II to distinguish it from another site that lies in the 
parish, straddling the boundary with Nevill Holt and known as Drayton I. Drayton II is 
the first of the villas in the area to be examined by extensive excavation, although the site 
in Medbourne village itself on which a mosaic was recorded and lifted -subsequently to 
become lost- was subjected to evaluation in 1988 (Pollard 1989); Ashley, just across the 
River Welland, has also been excavated (Taylor and Dix 1985; Wilson 1971, 266). 

The initial aims of the excavations on DraytonJI were to assess damage and elucidate 
the results of field walking and the 1988 resistivity survey. These have been widened to 
embrace the establishment of the extent of the main buiiding(s) exposed in 1988-9 and 
to test areas with low resistance anomalies indicated by the resistivity survey. To these 
ends, trenches were opened in 1990 to the south east and east of those of 1988-9, and an 
area of 10 m2 was exposed immediately to the north of Trench B (1988), encompassing 
two of the trenches dug in 1989. The trenches of earlier seasons have been renumbered 
on illus. 1 as follows: 

(1988 season) A-D = 1, E-H = 4-7, J-K = 2-3, L = 8, M = 11, N = 10, P = 9. 
(1989 season) 1-V = 12-16. 

The advantages of area excavation became apparent immediately, with the exposure of 
the complete plan of two rooms in Trench 17. The northernmost room was not cleared 
of building rubble, but it is evident that the walls were faced with plaster internally. A 
cross wall partitioned this room from its neighbour to the south, with which it shared a 
common east wall; the west wall is destroyed at its southern end. This second room 
contained a stone pillared hypocaust system supporting a mosaic floor. The southern 
edge of the room had been cut away in antiquity, perhaps to create a partition wall to 
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divide it from the room to the south (in Trench 1: Cooper et al 1989, Room 2). In the 
south west comer of this trench, the north east comer of the mosaic recorded in 1988 
was exposed (Cooper et al 1989, Room 1). 

The south east comer of a room with two flues was exposed in Trench 18. The flue 
in the southern wall had been blocked with ironstone in antiquity, whilst that in the 
eastern wall remained open, its outside extension being faced with ironstone, with three 
courses preserved. The walls were built of tile, seven courses of which survived. To the 
south there appears to be a second room with ironstone foundations abutting, possibly 
forming a channelled hypocaust. A hypocaust of this type was uncovered in 1988 
(Cooper et al 1989, Room 3). The room served by the furnace flues did not reveal any 
unequivocal signs of a hypocaust. It was filled with a dump of tile, mostly shell gritted 
roofing tile. 

An east-west v-shaped ditch, 0.3-0.5m deep and 0.8m wide, the terminal of which lay 
21m from the east flue in Trench 18, was revealed in Trenches 19 and 20. It cut a 
shallow, flat-bottomed, straight-sided linear feature, 0.4-0 .6m wide, in Trench 20, and 
ran parallel to a u-shaped feature c.O. 7m wide and c.0.2m deep . This contained 
fragments of decayed ironstone, a condition which could result from burial in wet, 
oxidising conditions. 

Trench 21 overlies the south western part of the smaller resistivity anomaly noted in 
1988. Excavation remained incomplete at the end of the season. Two walls set in 
foundation trenches were exposed, one mainly of ironstone with a west-east alignment 
and northern tum, the other almost entirely of oolitic limestone. Both walls are 0.8m 
wide, and the limestone one at least appears to be curvilinear, although straightening out 
to the east. The relationship between the limestone wall and the north-south section of 
the ironstone wall was not resolved. To the south, a short section of a roughly v-shaped 
linear feature was recorded, c.0.55m wide by 0.25m deep, running parallel to the west
east walls. One possible post hole, c.O.lm wide by 0.07m deep, was recognised at the 
bottom of this feature. 

Trenches 18 and 21 expose the shortcomings of trial trenches, in that they pose many 
more questions than they answer. The structures recorded in them are not on quite the 
same alignment as those in Trenches 1 and 17, which on present evidence represent the 
principal block of the villa, and they may represent separate buildings. Phases of 
construction and modification are apparent, but dating evidence is derived almost 
wholly from the ploughsoil, and contemporaneity cannot be demonstrated or denied. 

The location of Trench 17 was fortuitous. Not only was the complete plan of one 
room uncovered, but there is strong evidence to suggest the presence of the collapsed 
east and west walls . Nine courses can be counted outside the in situ west wall, and fifteen 
to the east, giving possible surviving heights of 1.5m and 2.8m respectively. All but one 
are of dressed ironstone, the exception being the seventh,counting from the base, on the 
west side, which is of ironstone set in herringbone fashion. Further courses may lie under 
the baulks. There are no signs of plaster, and they may represent the outer faces of two 
walls. A line of ironstone and calcareous tufa blocks, some with opus signinum facing, 
roughly parallel with and to the north of the north wall, may represent further collapse, 
or a separate structure. Collapsed stone walls have recently been recorded at Meonstoke, 
Rants (Frere 1990, 355-7) and at Redlands Farm, Stanwick, Northants (Keevil 1990). 

The mosaic to the south of this room was covered with rubble, and was badly 
damaged on its west and south east sides. A border of blue-grey stone tesserae with a 
band of red tile tesserae runs around the west, north and east sides. The main panel is 
bordered by a guilloche (rope work) pattern whose external dimensions give a panel of 
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0.75 by 1.45m. An inner border and a curvilinear fragment is all that survives of the 
central panel. To the south lies a band of alternating squares and running swastikas, of 
which an area 0.2 by 0.5m remains. The mosaic is truncated on its south side, and major 
repairs have been effected in a broad arc from the centres of the west to south sides, 
suggesting heavy wear and, or, collapse into the hypocaust chamber. No attempt was 
made in this repair to replicate the pattern of panels or border. 

Trench 17 demonstrated that at least one terrace was cut into the hillside to 
accommodate the villa, leading to a high standard of preservation. Earthfast features 
have fared moderately well elsewhere, the most remarkable being the east wall of the 
structure in Trench 18, with its seven courses of wall tile and three of the extended flue's 
ironstone. Even the limestone wall in Trench 21 still comprises at least two courses of 
unmortared blocks. The fact that both 1988 and 1989 trial trenches missed the two 
rooms fully exposed in Trench 1 7, except for the north-eastangle of the northern one in 
Trench 14 (1989), and thus failed to recognise the quality of preservation less than 2m 
north of Trench 1, further emphasises the limitation of narrow trenches in site 
evaluation. 

Trenches 1, 4, 12 and 1 7 lie in the area where field walking in 1977 produced a tight 
concentration of plaster/mortar and tesserae; this pattern has been borne out by 
excavation. To the north of Trench 1 7 very little such material was picked up, but tile, 
stone and particularly pottery densities were still high, as indeed was the case to the 
south of the 1988-90 trenches. Nevertheless, it is likely that only further excavation 
could establish the degree of damage, and the extent of structures, over the field. The 
realisation that the whole field from road to river is barely a third of the size of the area 
examined at Stanwick (northern site: Neal 1989, Fig.2), and that the area covered by an 
extended resistivity survey in 1989 is rather similar to that dug at Stanwick Redlands 
Farm (Keevil 1990, 55), serves to put the magnitude of the task of full assessment into 
perspective. 
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Excavations to the west of Orchard Lane, 
Great Glen (SP 655 973) 

Introduction 

Gerry Martin and 
Deborah Sawday 

An excavation was conducted at Glen Farm, Great Glen, Leicestershire (illus.2) during 
November and early December 1990 by the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit with the 
kind permission of the Co-Operative Wholesale Society Ltd., the landowners. The 
objective was to recover evidence for the function, construction and date of the 
earthworks (illus. 3) and any associated archaeological levels, in advance of the 

2. Great Glen: Site location plan 

installation of a sewage pipe across the site by Severn Trent Water, who generously 
funded the project. The site lies on a series of glacially deposited clays overlying the local 
Jurassic oolitic limestone, (K. Pontin pers. comm.). Finds and records are with 
Leicestershire Museums Arts and Records Service (A201.1990). 

Historical Background 

Glen is a river name of British origin, and may well have been the name of an estate in 
the river valley before it was applied to the village. There is documentary evidence that 
in 849 'Glenne' was cited in a charter by the Bishop of Worcester granting land to the 
King of Mercia. The Mercian Council met at Glen in the same year, and it is possible 
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that this was the site of a Mercian royal palace. Great Glen church has an early 
dedication (St Cuthbert) and Anglo Saxon carvings of 8th and 9th century date. It has 
been suggested that a royal estate was centred on Great Glen, including the parishes of 
Great and Little Stretton, Great Glen, Wistow and Newton Harcourt (Liddle 1982) . 

A number of earthworks have been recorded in the village prior to recent building 
works and one sherd of Saxon pottery and medieval finds recovered. The area available 
for investigation consisted of one long machine stripped trench, 126.0 m long, and 
between 6.0 and 8.0 m wide. A contour survey was carried out immediately prior to the 
excavation both before and after the topsoil strip to make a permanent record of the 
earthworks. Having assessed the potential of the archaeological levels, which were sealed 
by c.0.4m of topsoil, areas 1 to 4 were then examined in some detail (illus.4). (Feature 
numbers are prefixed with an 'F'and context numbers are within parentheses in the text, 
the latter appear encircled in the illustrations). 

The Excavation 

Area 1 (illus. 5) 

The earliest excavated deposits consisted of clays of apparently glacial origin save a 
reddish brown layer ( 49), which contained three sherds of early medieval pottery, Potters 
Marston ware, dating from c.1100. Above these layers lay four spreads of rough hewn, 
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flattish stone fragments, which may represent traces of the foundations for the cob walls 
of buildings, or the remains of associated floor levels or yards. A limestone spread, Fl2 
(42,59), formed a linear feature, aligned south-west to north-east. This terminated at its 
north-eastern end, whilst the south-western limb continued into the side of the trench. 
On a similar alignment were two more linear deposits of rough hewn limestone 
fragments, F22 (67) and F20 (69), and one of ironstone F21 (70). These deposits did 
not have any noticeable cuts, nor were any occupation deposits or finds observed in 
association with them, suggesting that if such contexts had existed they, together with 
most of the presumed stone structures, had been subsequently truncated and removed 
by later activity on the site. 
These deposits were sealed by a layer of mixed bluish grey and maroon clay (36) which 
contained a sherd of medieval pottery dating from c.1100. A single post hole Fl4 ( 43,44) 
cut this layer. Above (36) a layer of maroon clay (35) was cut by a pit or possible ditch 
Fl3 (40,41) . 

Area 2 (illus.6) 

A series of light brown clays (39) and (34), reddish yellow silty clays 
(10),(48),(53),(54),(55),(57),(60), yellow brown sandy silt (51) and red sandy clay (52) 
were revealed, containing animal bone and 106 sherds of medieval pottery dating 
predominantly from c.1100 - c.1400,but with some earlier material, (see Table 1), and 
one sherd of post medieval earthenware in (39). These deposits were generally shallow 
in depth and of an amorphous plan which did not appear to respect any observed 
structure except Fl 1 (37,58). This was a shallow gully aligned north-south with two 
bulbous terminals which cut a darkened and rather dirty sandy silt (51). The latter may 
have represented a ground surface associated with Fl 1. A group of smoothed stones (53) 
may also represent some form of associated activity. Fl5 was a modem land drain 
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6. Great Glen: Area 2 plan 

Area 3 (illus. 7) 

Excavation revealed that the mound F28 was formed from upcast yellow brown clay 
(6),(7),(13) and (15), probably removed from close proximity to the earthwork. This 
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may account for the paucity of the soil between the topsoil (1) and contexts towards the 
west of the site in area 1 and possibly also area 2. These make up layers contained animal 
bone and six sherds of early medieval pottery dating from c.1100 

Bounding the western limit of the mound F28, was a shallow ditch Fl (4,5) with a U
shaped profile, 1.15m deep and approximately 1.5m wide, containing animal bone and 
29 sherds of Saxo-Norman and medieval pottery dating from the 10th or 11th centuries 
to c.1550. The ditch had a slightly curved alignment bearing north-west to south-east. 
There was no evidence, however, for a return of the ditch to the east of the mound. 

An undulating surface of medium-sized cobbles Fl 9 (2, 32), containing modern 
pottery, tile and bottle glass, was located at the eastern extreme of the mound F28, and 
of the excavated area, sealed by grey silt (3) . This surface displayed wear patterns and 
possible rutting. To the north and towards the top of the mound, the cobbles were 
truncated by topsoil (1). The mound was also cut by a linear feature F2 (11,12), aligned 
north south, containing a sherd of post medieval pottery. 

Area 4 (illus.8) 

The earthwork or mound F29 at the northern end of the site was apparently enhanced 
by the deposition of the brown clays (46) and (50) removed, perhaps, from the hollow to 
the south east of the mound. Lack of time precluded a more thorough investigation of 
the mound make up. 

Discussion 

The small quantity of Roman pottery and a tessera recovered from the site, (see below), 
probably relate to the remains of a Roman villa, located approximately three quarters of 
a mile to the north (McWhirr 1972). 

The presence of earthworks and pottery dating from the 10th or 11 th centuries at a 
distance of nearly half a mile from the Church, may suggest that either the village was of 
quite a size by a relatively early date, or that there were two separate settlements. 



94 

8. Great Glen: Area 4, contour survey after machine strip 

However, the evidence remains tenuous, and the pottery may represent no more than a 
manure scatter. 

The excavations revealed evidence of activity in areas 1 and 2 from at least the early 
medieval period, possibly associated with a building with stone footings, though the 
nature of the superstructure remains unknown, the whole being truncated by later 
activity possibly associated with the mounds F28 and F29 . The mound F28 may 
represent the enhancement of the natural topography by the addition of soil from the 
immediate vicinity. The six sherds of early medieval pottery from the mound might 
suggest a date from c.1100 for the earthwork, the fill of the associated ditch, F 1, 
containing late medieval pottery. Unfortunately the lack of any surviving contemporary 
features makes any interpretation of the function of F28 highly speculative - but its use 
as a house platform or windmill mound cannot be discounted. There was a similar lack 
of tangible evidence for the function of the earthwork to the north of the site, F29, of 
unknown date, which may be a product of landscaping associated perhaps with the 
creation of a fish pond or lake to the immediate south. 

The Roman Finds 

The site produced six sherds of Roman pottery dating from the 1 st to the 4th centuries 
(R. Pollard pers.comm.), which are presumed residual, in Fl (4) and (6,10 and 39). A 
single stone tessera occurred in (10). 

The Post Roman Pottery (Table 1) by Deborah Sawday 

The excavations produced 202 sherds of domestic pottery dating from the 10th or 11 th 
centuries into the post medieval period. The earliest post Roman pottery is a Stamford 
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Table 1: The post Roman pottery in area/context by sherd no./weight (gm) 

Fabrics Area 1 Area 2 Area 3 Approx 
(Sawday 1990) Date 

(49) (36) (10,34, 39, F15 F28 Fl F19 F2 
53,60,48) 

Saxo-Norman/ 
Early Medieval 

ST2 1/2 2/25 c.900-
ST3 1/3 1250+ 
TO 1/5 c.1000+ 
PM 3/38 80/982 4/35 5/50 9/150 1100+ 
OS 2/107 " 
SP 1/2 " 
LYl 1/20 " 
LY4 1/5 7/58 3/75 1/2 " 

MedievaV 
Late Medieval 

LY5 15/157 4/30 c.1200-
CCl 4/110 1400 
CC2 2/9 2/85 " 
MP2 1/72 -1550 

Post-Medieval 

EA2 1/18 16/255 1/2 1650+ 
EA6 2/15 " 
EAlO 1/4 mod 
SW 1/5 " 

Totals 3/38 1/5 107/1231 4/35 6/52 29/677 21/281 1/2 

ware (fabric code ST) cooking pot rim, in form 2.14(Kilmurry 1980), which is residual 
in FI (4) . Potters Marston (PM) is the most common pottery on the site, occurring in a 
range of cooking pot/storage jar and jug forms dating from the 12th century. This ware, 
the product of a major local industry, has a wide distribution generally to the south and 
west of the county, and it is interesting to find it here in association with the calcite 
gritted Stanion Lyveden type wares,(LY). The latter share a similar date range with 
Potters Marston, but are more commonly found to the south east and east of the county 
and are thought to originate from kilns in north Northamptonshire, although outlying 
kilns on the Jurassic within Leicestershire itself cannot be discounted. The earlier pottery 
in Stanion Lyveden type ware 4 includes an upright wide mouthed bowl rim derivative 
of a late St Neots form, the later type ware 5 fabric is represented by a range of bowl and 
cooking pot rims. For a fuller description of the pottery fabrics see Sawday 1989 - save 
for Stanion Lyveden type ware 5 which relates to Northampton fabric T6 (McCarthy 
1979). The Stamford fabrics have also been redefined, Stamford 2 now corresponding 
to Kilmurry fabrics G/B and Stamford 3 to NE and F (Kilmurry 1980). 
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A possible 13th century bridge over the Trent 
at Hemington Fields, Castle Donington (SK 4595 3024) C. R. Salisbury 

Since the Norman mill dam was excavated in 1985 by the Leicestershire Archaeological 
Unit and the author (TLAHS, 60, pp.80-81; 62, pp.74-76; 63, p.107, 64, pp.97-99) 
surveillance of gravel extraction has continued at Remington. By Easter 1990, the active 
quarry face had moved south and was 200 m due East of the mill dam and immediately 
adjacent to a silted channel of the Trent that used to be the County boundary (illus. 9) . 
A 20 m double row of massive oak posts was uncovered crossing a silted water course 
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which originally flowed from the mill dam area. This course was heading for the old 
Trent and it is suggested the posts form the supports of a bridge over the tail race or a 
braided channel of the Trent. An old road or trackway called the 'Portway' coming up 
from Lockington and Kegworth and crossed by the Castle Donington Road finished 
directly opposite this 'bridge'. The tops of the posts had rotted, being above the water 
table, but their remains varied in length from 1. 70m to 3.15m and their diameter 
averaged 0.24m. They were squared or riven trunks and as they were all of oak, suitable 
for dendrochronological dating. These posts had been driven into the channel bed in 
clusters of 2 or 3 which were four metres apart. The two rows were six metres from each 
other and although this is wide for a medieval bridge this use seems the most likely 
explanation. Dating was carried out by Robert Howard of the Nottingham Tree Ring 
Dating Laboratory. An exact.date could not be given because there was no sap wood but 
the approximate date offelling was A.D. 1214 ± 10. The very high correlation figure with 
timber from St. Hughs Choir at Lincoln Cathedral suggests that this timber came from 
the same area of Sherwood Forest. 

The quarrying has now moved back to the north end of the gravel pit near the 
confluence of the Trent and Derwent described in the 64th issue of TLAHS. To date 
G anuary 1991), 14 post alignments and 7 4 fishing tackle anchor stones have been 
recorded. The withy band found round an anchor stone has been given a date by the 
Oxford Radiocarbon Accelerator Laboratory of AD 1250 - 1390 (68% confidence) or 
AD 1175 - 1410 (95% confidence). A sample from a post alignment 25 m from this 
anchor has a conventional radiocarbon date from Oxford of AD 775-960 (68% 
confidence) or AD 675-990 (95% confidence) . Seven more samples are being sent for 
dating. 

I especially wish to thank Mr. Harry Gasson, Digger Driver, who has given me great 
help throughout this surveillance. 

Castle House, Leicester: 
an archaeological evaluation, (SK 5824 0422) Richard Buckley 

Leicestershire Archaeological Unit carried out a small scale evaluation in November 
1990 in response to a planning application for the provision of a disabled access ramp at 
the rear of Castle House , a site within the Castle precincts, The work was funded by the 
Leicestershire County Council, and the finds and archive are with Leicestershire 
Museums (Acc. No. A202 1990). 

The remains of a 19th century building was located, sealing what was possibly a post 
medieval cobbled yard. Below this a spread of loam sealed a mortared Dane Hills 
sandstone wall, 0.5m wide and orientated west east. This was of late medieval date and 
was contemporary with a small 14th to 15th century rubbish pit. The earliest contexts 
identified were layers of clay and loam dated to the 13th century. The archaeological 
contexts were only examined to a depth of 1 .4m. 

The sandstone wall identified may be part of a postulated solar block connected with 
the Great Hall of the Castle. 

Excavations along an oil pipeline through Rutland Josephine Sharman 
David Mackie 

Between April and August 1990, Fina p.l.c. laid an oil pipeline through Rutland as part 
of their long distance line from Humberside to Hertfordshire. The location of the line 
took into account the known archaeological sites in the area and a pre-construction 
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survey was undertaken in certain areas consisting of a geophysical survey and hand dug 
trial trenches ( TLAHS 64, 102). This confirmed archaeological sites at three locations 
(2, 4 and 5 below) where excavation would be required during the laying of the pipeline. 
In addition Fina p .l.c., through the Trust for Wessex Archaeology, funded a watching 
brief which took place during the topsoil stripping. This revealed two previously 
unknown sites (1 and 3) and various artefacts (6) . During the pipe construction phase 
the sites were excavated by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit directed by Josephine 
Sharman (Sites 1-3, 5) and David Mackie (Site 4) . The watching brief was undertaken 
by K. Gdeniac for the Trust for Wessex Archaeology. Finds and records are deposited 
with Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service under the separate accession 
numbers indicated. 

1. Tickencote SK 985 093 

Anglo-Saxon and some Roman pottery were discovered south west of Tickencote c. 
150m north of the River Gwash. Excavation of an area of 270 sq.m. revealed two sunken 
floored buildings, two hearths, two pits and a linear ditch on a north east to south west 
alignment cutting the clay and limestone substrata. Over three kg of 5th-6th century 
pottery was recovered from the features, the large quantity perhaps suggesting domestic 
activity. This is one of the few early Saxon sites examined in Leicestershire and 
contributes to our knowledge of Saxon evidence from this area of Rutland including the 
cemeteries at Empingham. A flint scatter was also present in this area. (A44.1990) 

2.Ketton SK 992 061 

Excavation of a small irregular ring ditch was undertaken following geophysical survey 
and trial excavation (TLAHS 64, 102). No finds were recovered although a hearth 
feature was revealed to the north. This may be evidence of a very small denuded barrow 
(Al.1990) . Other ring ditches are known to the east (Pickering and Hartley, 1985, 74). 

3.Ketton SK 991 056 

Romano-British occupation was revealed during the watching brief 1.5 miles (2.4 km) 
east of Ketton near Steadfold Lane. Evidence of industrial activity, ditches and pits was 
examined although no structures were identified. Material from the site suggested 
occupation from the 2nd-4th centuries. Of note was a complete lower stone from a 
quern or millstone. Its large size (0.55m) suggests that this may have been powered. The 
Roman activity may be connected to the sites revealed during limestone quarrying at 
Ketton Cement works c. l mile (1.6 km) to the west (A66.1990). 

4.Ketton SK 975 029 

Aerial reconnaissance by James Pickering revealed the cropmark of a triple ditch on a 
north west to south east alignment 0.9 miles (1.5 km) north of Tixover. Following 
geophysical survey and trial excavation further excavation was undertaken in August 
1990. This revealed three parallel ditches. Two of these to the south west were very 
similar, c.2.5m wide by 0.9m deep, and clearly visible cutting the limestone subsoil. The 
third ditch however to the north east was different in character being much less distinct 
and smaller (0.95m wide by 0.55m deep) with steep sides and a flat bottom. No finds 
were recovered from this ditch although some Iron Age pottery and two copper alloy 
brooches were recovered from the two ditches to the south west. This is the first dating 
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evidence recovered from a triple ditch complex in Leicestershire and suggests that here 
they were becoming disused by the 1 st century BC. It is uncertain whether all three 
ditches were open at the same time; the two ditches to the south west may have replaced 
the single ditch to the north east (A2.1990). 

5. Tixover SK 966 014 

A section of double ditch on a north east - south west alignment was revealed by aerial 
photography 1 mile (1.6 km) north-west of Tixover cutting a limestone subsoil. 
Following geophysical survey and trial excavation the features were excavated and 
consisted of two wide shallow ditches 3.5m x 0 .3m deep and 3.0m x 0 .65m deep 
respectively. No finds were located in these features. (A3 .1990). 

6. Other Finds from the Watching Brief 

A single ditch on a north east to south west alignment was revealed 0.3 miles (0.5 km) 
south west ofGeeston (SK 979 033). Some possible Iron Age pottery and animal bone 
was present in the fill of this ditch which coincided with the assumed alignment of a 
Roman road. No evidence of a second ditch or road metalling was present, however 60m 
north east a second ditch (SK 981 033) containing similar material on a north west 
to south east alignment was located. Artefacts were recovered from twenty other 
localities along the pipeline. Of note is a roughout for a neolithic flint axe from Tixover 
(SK 979 032) . 
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Excavations of Iron Age enclosures at Normanton-le-Heath Reuben Thorpe 
Russell Trimble 

Aerial reconnaissance by James Pickering in 1984 revealed a group of rectilinear 
enclosures covering c.6 ha between Heather and Normanton-le-Heath (SK 389 118; 
Pickering and Hartley 1985, 72). Proposed opencast coalmining in the area necessitated 
archaeological investigation funded by British Coal and Leicestershire County Council. 
A field walking survey by Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey team (TLAHS 
64, 106) revealed a flint scatter to the north west of the area of cropmarks in 1989. Two 
stages of excavation of the cropmark complex were undertaken between August and 
December 1990 by Leicestershire Archaeological Unit directed by Josephine Sharman 
and supervised by Reuben Thorpe and Russell Trimble. Initially trial trenches were 
excavated to attempt to ascertain the date, nature and extent of the archaeological 
deposits. This revealed evidence of Iron Age activity in the area although the very dry 
conditions and time limitations for the areas to the west made identification of the foci 
of the activities difficult. However a second stage of area excavation was undertaken 
within the eastern area of the cropmark complex and an area of c.4000 sq. metres was 
examined (illus 10). 

Although plough damaged the areas examined included unusually well stratified 
contexts indicating several phases of activity. The earliest evidence consisted of a scatter 
of flint which had been protected by a later bank. Several sequences of gully and 
enclosure ditch of Iron Age date were identified. Associated with these was evidence of 
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different types of structure. A possible circular building of post hole construction 12m in 
diameter was revealed to the east of area 3/1. To the west, in Area 3, this may have been 
replaced by two phases of a four post structure c.Sm square which were revealed 
overlying a backfilled enclosure ditch. These were replaced by a more complex structure 
(illus. 11). Aligned east-west this trapezoidal shaped building consisted of six post holes 
(two recut) and two beam slots. The beam slots and two of the post holes included stone 
packing. This is a very unusual construction method for the Iron Age in its use of post 
and beam slots. Rectangular post built structures are known from Glastonbury (Bullied 
and Gray 1911), Tollard Royal (Stanford 1970) and Mucking Gones 1974). The use of 
post and beam slot may have been in response to the geology at Normanton-le-Heath, 
where soft sands and gravels may have made it difficult to construct large post structures, 
creating a need for beam slots with the beams sitting on a stable platform of stone cut 
into the natural subsoil. 

The artefacts recovered from the site included East Midlands Scored Ware (Ancaster
Breedon) and some metalwork with, of note, a late Iron Age copper alloy scabbard 
mount. Animal bone had not survived due to the acidity of the soil. Roman pottery was 
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also recovered notably from the enclosure ditch revealed in Areas 4/1 and 4/2 perhaps 
indicating continuity of occupation into the Roman period. 

This excavation has revealed an important sequence of Iron Age activity and it is 
hoped to undertake further work in the area to the west. The finds and records are 
deposited with Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records Service (Acc. No . 
Al59.1990) . 
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Excavations at Melton Mowbray (SK 755 207) Matthew Beamish 

Following the discovery of a Roman site at Scalford Brook, Melton Mowbray, by the 
Melton Fieldwork Group ( TLAHS 64, I 07) an excavation of this area and an adjacent 
area to the west was undertaken by the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit, directed by 
the author, prior to redevelopment. The excavation was made possible due to generous 
contributions from J.S. Bloor (Measham) Ltd ., and Melton Borough Council. 
Assistance during the excavation was provided by Leicestershire County Council 
Employment Training Scheme and the Melton Fieldwork Group. 

Evidence of intensive Roman activity was discovered comprising a ditched enclosure 
complex with internal gullies, pits and other groundworks. Evidence for timber 
structures was also present. Particular areas contained dense deposits of Roman pottery 
and animal bone. To the north of the enclosure two late Roman burials were located. 

The finds and archive are deposited with Leicestershire Museums, Arts and Records 
Service (Acc. No. Al62.1990). 

The Barkby Thorpe Survey - second interim report Peter Liddle 

The survey, a joint enterprise between Leicestershire Museums and the School of 
Archaeology, University of Leicester, has continued (after a gap of a year). The aim is to 
train students in the principles and practice of Landscape Archaeology, while making a 
contribution to the understanding of the development of Leicestershire's landscapes. 

The second season was curtailed by bad weather but 5 fields were examined (2 of 
which had been field walked in the first season). These were in a block in the south-east 
of the parish. Some flint material and Roman and Medieval manuring scatters were 
found. The only 'site' examined was the well known 'Hamilton villa' (SK 646 075) 
where stone, tile, pottery and tesserae were recorded. 

Thanks are due to landowners and tenants, especially Mr Pochin, Mr Kirk and Mr 
Davies. 

The Brooksby Archaeological Survey Peter Liddle 

The Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team have undertaken a 
fieldwalking survey of the Brooksby Estate on behalf of Brooksby Agricultural College 
funded by English Heritage. Thirty two fields were walked revealing two Iron Age sites, 
three Roman sites, three Anglo-Saxon sites and five flint scatters. Earthworks and ridge 
and furrow were plotted and printed documentary sources checked. It is hoped to 
publish the results of the Survey shortly. 

Leicester, 41 Guildhall Lane (SK 584 044) Peter Liddle 

Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team recorded archaeological deposits 
cut through by a lift shaft. Features including what seemed to be a wood-lined feature, 
continued below the bottom of the shaft which was 4.45m below the present level. The 
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earliest levels revealed were mainly clean sand and gravel interspersed with burnt layers. 
These were sealed by an occupation/levelling layer containing oyster shells, bone and 
pottery (including samian ware). 

A distinct, but not continuous, red clay layer was probably a floor and appeared in all 
four sections. Lying directly on this in the south section was an almost continuous layer 
of broken colour-coated pottery with charcoal and powdery brick (? burnt clay bricks). 
In the north section this layer was much thicker with fragments of wall plaster visible. 
Clearly this marked the destruction by fire of a building with red clay floors and painted 
walls, probably on sun-dried clay bricks. In the east face of the shaft a robber trench 
was traceable, turning at right-angles. The wall had been robbed (probably in the 
medieval period) down to the last course but may have been associated with the same 
building. 

In the west face a mortar layer was recorded which may have been a later mortar floor 
but this was not visible elsewhere. Above this was an apparently homogeneous layer of 
soil, sealed by a thick layer of rubble, consisting of mortared Dane Hills sandstone and 
Swithland slate. This was clearly the remains of a substantial medieval building but 
no walls were seen in situ. No detailed work has yet been undertaken on the finds 
which should provide dates for this sequence (finds and plans at Jewry Wall Museum). 

Leicester, Sanvey Gate (SK 582 049) Peter Liddle and 
R. P. Jarrett 

Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team carried out a watching brief on a 
site at the comer of Sanvey Gate and Northgates where evidence of the town defences 
was expected. A section was recorded showing mortar spreads and producing medieval 
pottery. An east-west stone wall appeared to overly an earlier ditch, but neither could be 
dated. Closer to, and parallel with, Sanvey Gate, a wide area of dark silty material was 
revealed over which site machinery regularly had difficulty. This was certainly a ditch, at 
least Sm wide, and there is little doubt that it was part of the town defences. 

Medbourne, Saddlers Cottage (SP 798 930) Peter Liddle 

Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team watched the construction of 
two new houses within the garden of Saddlers Cottage. Gullies and cobbled areas were 
recorded. A storm-water drain cut a stone building lying north-south, partly below the 
present boundary wall of the site. The building was some 3.4m wide (external 
dimensions) with a hard concrete floor and hard plastered walls. There was no direct 
dating evidence but a Roman date is most likely. Some Sm to the east (close to, and 
parallel with, the brook) a thick ironstone wall was revealed by the same drain-trench. 
This may be the boundary wall of the villa complex (photographs, plans, notes and finds 
at Jewry Wall Museum). 

Melton Mowbray, Norman Way (SK 753 193) Mary Hatton 

A watching brief by the Melton Fieldwork Group during redevelopment on an area 
believed to have been the site of a chapel of the Knights Hospitaller, recorded the 
remains of three inhumation burials below a brick wall, the latter probably constructed 
during the 19th century. There was no evidence of any coffins but the grave cuts were 
clearly visible. The burials were of one adult and two juveniles, and all were orientated 
west-east, with the head to the west. That they may relate to a cemetery associated with 
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the chapel, is perhaps reinforced by the fact that further burials were foundin this area 
in the 19th century (TLAAS 3, part 3, 1873). Finds and records with Leics. Museums. 

Wymeswold (SK 605 234) Peter Liddle 

Bob Trubshaw of the Wymeswold Archaeological Fieldwork Group found Roman and 
late Iron Age material on a building site on the edge of Wymeswold. The Museums' 
Survey Team and the Employment Training team (under Ian Hind) were able to mount 
a short rescue excavation. The earliest feature appeared to be a curving gully producing 
substantial fragments of late Iron Age wheel-thrown ('Belgic') pottery and bone. At one 
point this gully branched. Cutting across these were straight ditches producing Roman 
pottery, a brooch and bone. No buildings were revealed but it seems likely that this was 
an occupation site of late Iron Age/early Roman date. As only limited areas could be 
cleaned up, timber buildings would not have been discovered. It seems likely that the 
curving gully section may have continued around a circular house, but not enough was 
revealed to make this certain (photographs, plans, notes and finds at Jewry Wall 
Museum). 

ANNUAL REPORTS 

Report of the Leicestershire Archaeological Unit 1990 

This year was exceptionally productive for the Unit, with excavation projects taking 
place at no less than fourteen locations. At the same time progress was made on several 
post-excavation projects and the Unit was a finalist in the British Archaeological Awards. 

Most of the Unit's work is now generated by the planning process with archaeology 
recognised as a material consideration in the granting of planning permissions under the 
Town and Country Planning Act 1990. This has been reinforced by the publication, in 
November I 990, of Planning & Policy Guidelines for Archaeology by the Department of 
the Environment. Three excavations resulted from proposed development requiring 
archaeological work prior to the granting of planning permission. At Leicester Lane, 
Enderby proposals for a business park necessitated an evaluation of the area of a 
cropmark, discovered in 1989 by J Pickering, close to the Iron Age farmstead excavated 
by the Unit in 1983-4. This revealed Iron Age· and Anglo-Saxon occupation and the line 
of the Roman Fosse Way (see pl). Another area of cropmarks at Normanton-le-Heath, 
field walked by the Museums Survey Team in 1989 ( TI.AHS 64, 105), was also evaluated 
in advance of proposed open-cast coal mining. This revealed extensive late Iron Age 
occupation and has led to a large scale excavation. A major discovery has been the 
presence of rectangular buildings using a post hole and beam slot method of 
construction which is virtually unknown for the late Iron Age (see plOO). Although this 
has been the largest area excavation undertaken by the Unit it is only a small part of the 
total area of Iron Age activity here which extends over nine hectares and it is hoped to 
undertake more work before the coal extraction commences. On a much smaller scale an 
evaluation was undertaken in the garden at Castle House, Leicester, in advance of the 
provision of disabled access facilities, which revealed medieval levels (see p97). 

Two pipeline projects in the county necessitated archaeological excavation of sites 
affected. A major oil pipeline laid between Humberside and Hertfordshire by Fina p.l.c. 
through Rutland revealed five sites. Two of these were previously unknown and were 
located during observation of topsoil stripping; the Anglo-Saxon site at Tickencote was 
a particularly interesting discovery (see p98) . Of the previously known sites the recovery 
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of Iron Age material from a triple ditch at Ketton may help our understanding of these 
enigmatic boundary systems. A smaller scale pipeline for sewage disposal was laid by 
Severn-Trent Water PLC which affected medieval earthworks at Great Glen. This 
necessitated a detailed contour survey by EDM and excavation (see p89). 

Two other sites were excavated despite planning permission having already been 
granted. At Huncote a watching brief by the Museums Survey Team revealed the 
foundations of a stone building. The developers, Hassan Homes Ltd., kindly allowed 
time for recording which was undertaken by the Unit with the help of the Employment 
Training Scheme (see pl3). A similar situation occurred at Melton Mowbray where a 
Roman settlement was revealed during a watching brief by the Melton Fieldwork Group 
in 1990 (TLAHS 64, 107). Following negotiation with the two developers, J. S. Bloor 
(Measham) Ltd. and Melton Borough Council, excavation was possible with the help of 
generous voluntary grants from these two bodies. A Romano-British enclosure was 
located with burials to the north and timber buildings revealed to the west (p 102) . Again 
this work was only made possible through the contribution of the Employment Training 
team. 

Work on three other sites was continued by the Employment Training Scheme. 
Excavation in the Norman undercroft in Guildhall Lane (TLAHS 64, 99-100) was 
completed in June. The Medbourne Landscape Project continued with further test pits 
excavated at Mill Hill, Medbourne and a third season of excavation took place at the 
Drayton Roman villa (see p85). The latter was undertaken jointly between the Museums 
Service and the University of Leicester (Departments of Archaeology and Adult 
Education) and although it was the most successful season in revealing well preserved 
areas of the villa building, the project was marred somewhat by vandalism to a mosaic 
pavement. The Employment Training team also continued its work on the 
reconstruction of the Iron Age farmstead at Donington-le-Heath (TLAHS 64, 103) 
which is scheduled to open in 1991. 

The commitment of core staff to post-excavation projects and the need to run several 
sites concurrently has led to the appointment of over thirty short term contract staff 
during the year. The success of these projects has been in no small part due to the 
enthusiasm and dedicatton of these new staff members . who have undertaken many 
difficult archaeological projects with great skill and professionalism. 

Post-excavation work has continued on five projects. The Norfolk Street Roman villa, 
the Roman Forum and the Oakham Neolithic pit circle reports are now well advanced 
whilst good progress has been made on the Great Holme Street and Shires post
excavation work. Research on the finds from Gz:eat Holme Street is beginning to define 
the different activities undertaken on this complicated Roman extra-mural site. From an 
examination of the animal bone primary butchery has been identified which may 
indicate the presence of an abattoir in the vicinity while a group of glass drinking vessels 
might suggest proximity to a tavern. 

Recognition of the Unit's past work was received at the British Archaeological 
Awards. The Shires project was one of four finalists for the Virgin Group Award for the 
best presentation of an archaeological project to the public. Although it was not the 
overall winner the project was highly commended with particular comment on the 
attention paid to the disabled - reflecting the on-going work for the blind and partially 
sighted by Terry Pearce. 

Negotiations over future work have continued throughout the year and early 
indications suggest that 1991 will again be a busy year despite an apparent slow down in 
development. 

Jean E Mellor, Senior Field Archaeologist 
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Report of the Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team 1990 

For the first time in many years there has been a change in personnel in the team. Bob 
Jarrett has left to become the English Heritage Monument Protection Plan fieldworker 
for Leicestershire and his place has been taken by Richard Knox, formerly on the 
Employment Training Scheme. 

A questionnaire sent to all members of the Community Archaeology Scheme has led 
to the formation of several new local fieldwork groups. Seven meetings of the Fieldwork 
Group and a training day were again held. 

Bringing The Past To Life 1990 was a resounding success with some 2,800 visitors 
seeing the craft demonstrations and archaeological displays. The Early Music event and 
trips, especially, to Leicester Castle, were also resounding successes. 

Planning advisory work continues to take up all of Anne Graf's time. The new 
Planning Policy Guidance (no.16) giving the Department of the Environment's 
framework for archaeological planning policy has proved very helpful. An increasing 
feature has been physical evaluation (small-scale excavation) of potential sites as part of 
the information provided so that a planning decision can be made. 

Fred Hartley has continued his work on aerial survey, with a moderately good year for 
crop-marks, and on earthworks. His work in the Coleorton area has borne fruit with the 
discovery of extensive medieval mine-workings of hitherto unsuspected sophistication. 
These are of national importance. 

Peter Liddle, Archaeological Survey Officer 

REPORTS OF FIELDWORK 1990 

Beeby (SK 666 080) 

Roger Gibson has found a very substantial scatter of hand-made pottery. Preliminary 
analysis suggests that most is of Anglo-Saxon date, although some may be prehistoric. A 
transverse arrowhead and many flint flakes were also recovered. 

Bringhurst (SP 842 917) 

The Great Easton Fieldwork Group have recovered a good scatter of early/middle 
Anglo-Saxon pottery (some 13 sherds) around an area of higher ground above the River 
Welland. In the same area was a substantial flint scatter with many flakes, cores, scrapers, 
a tanged arrowhead, bladelets, possible microliths and a fragment of a stone axe, 
probably of Group VI (Langdale). 

East Langton (SP 726 930) 

Fieldwalking by Paul Bowman on the clay plateau near to Church Langton has 
produced a single scored-decorated Iron-Age sherd. 

Foxton (SP 715 915) 

A small but tight scatter of late Iron Age and early Roman pottery has been found by 
Paul and Tina Bowman. 

Great Easton (SP 845 925) 
The Great Easton Fieldwork Group have found a re-worked Neolithic stone axe with 
traces of polished surfaces surviving. In the same field were three scrapers (two of end 
scraper type) and a flint knife. 
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Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 677 162) 

The Leicestershire Museums Archaeological Survey Team (LMAST) have found a 
scatter of late Iron Age, Roman and early Saxon pottery on the top of a ridge. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 672 157) 

LMAST have found a scatter of late Iron Age and Roman pottery. In the same area was 
a significant scatter of flint, including cores and scrapers. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 665 149) 

LMAST have found a group of hand-made early Saxon pottery in two adjacent fields. 
Some flint bladelets and cores may be Mesolithic. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 669 150) 

LMAST have found a small group of hand-made, probably early Saxon, pottery. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 684 148) 

LMAST have found a dense scatter of flint flakes, with cores, scrapers and a knife. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 671145) 

LMAST have found a tight scatter of flint scrapers. 

Hoby with Rotherby (Brooksby) (SK 777 158) 

LMAST have found a good scatter of flakes, scrapers, a piercer and (a little way away) a 
flint knife. 

Oakham (SK 870 195) 

Rutland Field Research Group have continued their fieldwalking survey around the 
Burley Road Neolithic site (see TLAHS 63, 108) . They have now located the south
eastern limits of the major flint scatter and have recovered a Roman pottery scatter in 
this area. Detailed analysis has yet to be carried out. 

Scalford (SK 761 222) 

Melton Fieldworkers have found a substantial Roman site. This consists of stone, tile 
and tesserae scatters indicating two separate buildings 100 metres apart. Pottery runs 
from first to fourth centuries AD (with a few sherds oflron Age). Detailed analysis is 
being undertaken. 

Shangton (SP 727 964) 

Field survey by Paul and Tina Bowman has found a dense scatter of Iron Age and 
Roman pottery. Some Roman tile and three possible early Anglo-Saxon sherds was also 
noted. 
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Shangton (Hardwick) (SP 720 972) 

Field survey by Paul Bowman has located a tight scatter ofRoman pottery in the former 
township of Hardwick on the edge of a track leading to Shangton Grange. One early 
Anglo-Saxon sherd was also recovered. 

Shangton (Hardwick) (SP 720 968) 

Paul Bowman has found a tight scatter of Iron-Age pottery including a scored-decorated 
sherd in the Ancaster-Breedon tradition. 

Thorpe Langton (SP 754 917) 

Fieldwork by Paul Bowman has recovered a small scatter of early Anglo-Saxon pottery 
on the ridge of the second terrace above the River Welland flood plain. One sherd is 
stamp decorated. 

Thorpe Langton (SP 755 916) 

Field survey by Paul and Tina Bowman has located a tight scatter of early Anglo::::Saxon 
pottery. 


